
 

Dear Glading Family, 
300 years. Did you know that’s how long the Presbytery of Philadelphia 
has been existence? 300 years!! We are the first and oldest presbytery 
in the United States. And we are celebrating… big time! There is a 
worship service Saturday October 7th with the entire presbytery— 

you’re invited! See details below. They created a devotional booklet, ‘300 days for 300 years: Lent to 
Advent,’ in which each church and minister member wrote a brief devotion. And, we’re raising $300,000 for 
eight mission ministries in our presbytery that are working to block the school to prison pipeline in our city. 
You can check all this out at www.presbyphl.org.  
 I want to share with you the devotion by our 300th leaders, Vijay and Susan Aggarwal (Wayne 
Church). The text for that day is Philippians 3:12 says: “Not that I have already obtained this or have already 
reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own.” The 
Aggarwals write: 
 “In these passages Paul is proclaiming that we are to forget the accomplishments of the past and 
press on to the goal that lies ahead… this is especially appropriate as we celebrate the 300th anniversary of 
our presbytery. Much has been accomplished, but we cannot languish in pride for past progress or how far 
we have come. We are called to use the past as prologue to the future, to realize how much remains to be 
done to fulfill God’s purpose for our lives. We honor our past by pressing on into the future with confidence 
and joy…” 
 Our presbytery’s motto is “Born of Faith, Rooted in Grace, Living into Hope.” I am thinking about that 
for my own personal life, as Andrew, Grace and I begin this new fall season of new routines, and hopeful 
plans. I encourage you to find ways in this next season to live into hope each and every day. Say what 
you’re thankful for. Make a bold plan. Reconnect with someone. Do something nice for someone you love. 
Do something for someone you don’t know. 
 As we each of us live into the future, we press on because we know that just as Christ was there in 
the beginning, has been there with us every step, Christ, too, calls us forward. Thanks be to God. 

with joy, 
Pastor Samantha 
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FOR  SEPTEMBER-NOVEMBER 
Jeanne McHugh   9/4     Kathy Peterson  10/1  
Linda Pangalos   9/2     Hattie Baurele  10/2 
Patricia Smith   9/13              Samantha Hudson  10/16  
Mojisola Brown   9/13     Robert Rabel   10/17 
Albert Peterson   9/16     Justin McHugh  11/1  
Samuel Brown   9/17     Dan Berger   11/6 
Stephanie Szabo   9/19     Sandra Lindsey  11/23 
Marion Cumiskey   9/29     Lydia Berger, Sr.  11/24 
Catherine Courtney   10/1     Marty Bockhorn  11/27 

If you would like your birthday or anniversary listed in the Glad Tidings please pass the information on to 
Lydia Berger. 

🎃 🎃 🎃 🎃 🎃 🎃 🎃   

The large Sunday Bulletins will now be recycled. If you don’t want to take your bulletin home, please return it 
to the podium at the back of the church after the service.  The bulletins will be put to good re-use and sent to 
shut-ins to experience the worship service 
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Mission and Outreach Committee Update 

We hope everyone had a terrific summer! We want to update you on the great 
job that we all accomplished during May Mission month. As you may recall, we 
highlighted one mission partner each Sunday and collected a special offering 

each week that allowed the congregation to donate to one of our mission 
partners. All in all, we are sending the following donations to our partners: 

CEDEPCA     $400 
Interfaith Hospitality Network  $150 
Presbyterian Missions   $200 
Whosoever Gospel Mission  $300 
Total missions            $1050 

Thank you so much to every person who donated. 

Our next Mission Committee endeavor is a donation drive of items for Whosoever Gospel Mission during the 
month of October. We were very successful last year in collecting small household items, clothing (in good 
repair), and food items (boxed, canned, jars) to donate to this mission partner. We want to participate in this 
donation drive again as we enter the fall and holiday season. So, bring your items to church any Sunday 
during October. At the end of the month, we will deliver the donated items to Whosoever Gospel Mission. 

Thank you, Jim Wood and Clara Thompson 

Worship Committee Report 
We are celebrating World Communion Sunday on October 1st, which highlights our unity in 
Christ with all our brothers and sisters around the world. The idea is that all churches around 
the world partake of communion on this one day. It is an opportunity to be closer in God with 
churches all over the globe who are also feeling the pressures caused by the violence, hunger 
and natural disasters we face every day. 
SCRIPTURE READERS WANTED!There is a sign up sheet on the table in the back of the 
church for SCRIPTURE READERS for the second responsive reading during the worship 
service. It is a way to feel a little closer to your church family. Try it, you’ll like it! The reading is 
included in the large print bulletin so you have plenty of time to review it before going up to the 

podium. Please sign up at least a week in advance of the date you have picked so the staff knows there is a 
reader beforehand. 
 

From the Deacons 
The deacons continue to serve members of the Glading family who are no 
longer able to worship at Glading on a regular basis by making home visits and 
sending cards. Please let them know if you know someone who could benefit 
from their support. 
Mark your calendars for the upcoming fall Pot Luck Suppers following the 

Sunday worship services on 
• October 1 
• December 10 

If you plan to come, please bring a dish that will serve 6-8 people. Join us for good 
food and fellowship! 
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☞Check out our  website!!
www.gladingchurch.org

❉ Find out about our mission partners ❉See pictures of your favorite church activities
❉Read issues of the Glad Tidings ❉Learn more about our staff

The September/ October issue of the Upper Room is now available  
for the amazing price of $1.00 in the church entryway.  

                              

 

Our Fall Clean Up Day is Saturday, October 14 from 10 am to 12. Lunch will 
be included. We will be working inside and out to make Glading sparkle! 

 

The Glading Church College Book Fund Award was again  presented to Carli 
Hightower. She will continue to receive $500.00 per semester from Glading while she 
attends college. 
Thank you for this time in sharing the extent of my educational career. I am at the 
beginning of my junior year of college at the Fox school of Business. I am continuing to 
pursue my educational career in actuarial science in the risk management and health 
insurance department. This year I began taking courses related to my major such as, 
theory of interest and actuarial probability & statistics. These two courses will prepare me 

to take my professional society of actuary exams. I hope to take my financial mathematics exam in 
December and my probability exam in the spring. To prepare for these exams, outside of class, I must study 
at least 300 hours per exam. I am committing most of my time to ensure I pass these exams since I have to 
take 5 professional exams in order to be considered a professional actuary. Each exam is about 3 hours 
long costing about $300 each. My cumulative grade point average is 3.91 and I hope to keep the good 
grades up. Thanks again for contributing to my success, it is greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely,  Carli Hightower   📕 📚 📒 📘  
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CATHERINE COURTNEY 
VIOLET ICKES 
ELIZABETH MCGUSTY 
EDITH NEMETH 
BETTY PELLER 
ROBERT RABEL 
RECOOPERATING 
MARTY BOCKHORN  
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Swimming Against the Tide 
One of the things our daughter loves is being in the water. She can float (her Dad 
sinks like an anchor), splash, laugh under water and in general loosen up all of her 
tight muscles. So it is part of her program to go swimming once a week. About three 
years ago through her insurance, she got a gym membership called Silver and Fit. I 
checked out the Aquatics and Fitness Center on Grant Ave. It had a lift to get her in 
the pool. I signed her up without a problem. Her supports person took her regularly 
and all was good. This past spring the building burnt down - no one was hurt and 

Lydia was not in the building at the time. AFC informed members that their memberships would be good at 
their other locations. The two within a reasonable distance did not have pools. I went on the website for her 
insurance and got a list of 20 gyms in the area. After going through the whole list, only two had pools and 
they weren’t accessible for the handicapped. I got the name of another from a friend. I checked it out. It was 
perfect, but they didn’t take Lydia’s insurance. During this time I received a letter from the insurance 
company stating that AFC sites were longer eligible locations, so I assumed that she no longer had a 
membership there. Then one of the supervisors from SPIN (Lydia’s day program) suggested KleinLife. It is 
about two blocks from the BJ’s we go to almost every week and I never knew it was there! They had a pool 
with a chair lift, however it needed a battery which they promised to get. In the meantime there is a life guard 
who can assist Lydia and her attendant in/out of the water. The people are friendly, the facility is clean and 
bright - I filled out the papers on the spot. The clerk put the information in the computer. She said,”Sorry, it 
says she is already signed up at another facility.” She gave me the number for Silver and Fit so I could make 
sure Lydia’s membership at  AFC was canceled. I called and said,”I am calling for my daughter who is 
severely disabled to make sure …” He stopped me in mid sentence and said,  “I have to speak to her 
directly.” I replied, “Lydia is non-verbal and I am speaking for her.” Like a robot he said,”I can’t talk to you 
because of the HIPPA laws. If I talk to you I could get prosecuted and go to jail.” That is when my head 
exploded! I explained that I was not asking for any information of a critical nature because I already have 
access to that and how does she change her gym membership if she can’t talk or write. He just continued to 
tell me he couldn’t do anything and I shut off my phone. The clerk told me to come back when I got it settled. 
 The HIPPA law was enacted to protect vulnerable populations like the disabled and elderly from fraud 
and abuse. But there are some instances where they are more of a hinderance than a help. For instance, 
this nonsense that you have to speak directly to the person in order to comply with the law. Several people 
told me to pretend to be Lydia over the phone and the matter would be settled. Yes, I could have, and so 
could you or anyone else that has a phone. What kind of protection is that?  You might ask why we haven’t 
become the Power of Attorney for Lydia and the answer is simple - we can’t. Lydia would have to sign the 
Power of Attorney document in front of a lawyer stating that she understands what is in the document. 
Knowing that she loves and trusts us is not enough. Guardianship is another route we don’t want to take, to 
me it lessens the value of Lydia as a person and I would only do it as a desperate measure. So what I did 
was update the authorization form the insurance company requires along with a narrative of the ways I 
support Lydia and letters regarding my commitment to Lydia from the agencies that work with Lydia.  Then 
the insurance company allows me to get and give information about Lydia, but I have to redo it every year. 
After-which they contacted Silver and Fit for me, told me it was all straightened out and I could go to 
KleinLife and sign Lydia up. Excitedly we drove to KleinLife and submitted the form. The clerk put it in the 
computer - it still said Lydia was enrolled elsewhere. I called Silver and Fit - they were spouting HIPPA laws 
again - my brain was starting to explode again, I couldn’t take much more! Dan calmed me down and I 
remembered I had a case number from the insurance company from earlier in the day. I called them, gave 
them the number and they pulled up the case file. The insurance company had a three way conversation 
with Silver and Fit and KleinLife. Lydia was finally a member of KleinLife! 

After two and a half months, Lydia could finally get back into the swim of things. I was in a state of utter joy, 
when who should pop through the door? Nellie Kiss with her cheerful smile who said that she’s a member at 
KleinLife too and she really enjoys it. The Glading connection made that blissful moment perfect! 

�5



From your treasurer...The Eagles game is over and the deadline for the Glad Tidings is 
fast approaching so I better get into gear before the editor sends me e-mails as friendly 
reminders to get into gear.  
 I like spring and summer. The weather is usually nice. Plenty of sunshine, nature comes 
alive. The tomato crop was good and I even got watermelons – small but I got some. It is 
also a pretty good time for Glading. Contributions keep up with expenses. I love getting a 
gas bill for $50 for the month versus $4,200 for the month. For all you folks that give to the 

fuel fund - pink envelopes – an extra shout out. Year to date count is $735. Keep it up…please.  
 It is basically the first four months that put us in the red. We are carrying a $25,000 deficit for the year 
and it has always been like that since I have been your treasurer. Let’s be generous in the collection plate 
for the rest of the year.  
  Let me tell you the latest about a serious situation. For the past three years I have been battling with 
the City of Philadelphia over property taxes. When we rented the CE building to Amazing Kidz they had to 
go through a lot of licensing hoops to get up and running. The city sent their inspectors around and they 
apparently noticed our gym building. We got our first property tax bill ever in 2014 for I’ll say $9,000 with no 
explanation. I found out this was for both buildings based on square footage. I did some math and it breaks 
down to $5,000 for the CE building and $4,000 for the gym. The contract with Amazing Kidz calls for them to 
pay their property tax and they have.  
 Things got serious in 2015 when I came across a sheriff sale notice for the gym. This is where it gets 
tricky. The city has our property listed as 1301 E. Cheltenham. Depending on who delivers the mail 
determines if we get this mail addressed to 1301. This is why the sheriff sale shocked me. It also gave me 
some serious contacts with the city. I called the city legal department, e-mailed the past years 
correspondence with the Office of Property Assessment (OPA), legal contacted the head of OPA, the sheriff 
sale was stopped and we got OPA to send notices to 1267 E. Cheltenham. 
 We are now getting delinquency notices up to $16,000 (2014-2017) but also property hearing dates 
before a hearing board. Went to three of these hearings and everyone there was a church doing something 
with their non sanctuary building. The last hearing I attended was earlier this year. In April I received a letter 
saying our property tax would go from 58 percent to 30 percent retroactive to 2014 and stay at the 
percentage as long as our status quo was maintained. That is having PAL in the gym. Our problems are 
solved. Ha Ha. 
 I received another letter saying Glading has a June court date at city hall for a review of our 
delinquency. I am now getting annoyed. At least I ride SEPTA for free. This time I had the April letter and 
some calculations based on the 58% and 30% assessment. I sit across a table from three lawyers and show 
them what I have. They knew nothing and the only thing that could be done was another court date to avoid 
any further legal action. The new court date was a week ago. It’s not over. 
 September is here and I have heard nothing. I pull the file and I e-mail the people from the sheriff sale 
situation. These people are high on the food chain. I get a reply that I do not need to attend the September 
court date and I should be getting a revised tax status in 4-6 weeks. It is now a waiting game to see if the left 
hand of the City of Philadelphia knows what the right hand is doing. 
 Glading continues to need all support from all our friends out there. Our operating deficit is still there. 
Don’t forget we are a tax exempt charity and if you need a charity giving letter I can accommodate. 
 Not many people knew Julius Koehler. He loved trains I love trains. Lydia has her owls and 
Shakespeare all over the house and I have my little railroad section. Julius passed away this year and I can 
say I have two original Julius Koehler paintings hanging on my wall. 
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Glad Tidings                                                                                                              
Information within these pages is from resources considered reliable. Accuracy however 
cannot be guaranteed. This newsletter is intended for your reading enjoyment and is not 

meant to disrespect or harm any group or individuals. 



 
From our intrepid cub reporter in the field,  
Grace Evelyn: 
Sunday, Sept. 17 a group of Glading 
members were seen all wearing various 
shades of green in an attempt to keep 
summer here as long as possible - a 
heatwave followed. Coincidence, I think 

not! (From left to right: Al, Rev. Samantha, Mary Ann, Sue, 
Steve and me and my dad- Andrew) 
Old News: On June 20 a group of Glading diehard Phillies 
fans cheered the team on. The high light of the evening:Two 
members of the Pop Up Choir ( Mary Ann and Sue) got caught 
on the big screen doing their groovin' dance moves. Sorry, I 
couldn’t find the footage on YouTube. Say, you might want to 
think about joining in with the Pop Up Choir. My dad is in it so 
of course it’s really cool. I plan to join as soon as I figure out 
how to sing. 
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STARTING AT TOP LEFT: MARTY 
BOCKHORN, EDIE AND GLENN SMITH, 
AUDREY HOPKINS, CARLI HIGHTOWER 
AND CLAIRE THOMPSON

STARTING AT THE TOP LEFT:DAN AND 
LYDI BERGER, MARY ANN MOSHONS 
AND HER BROTHER, BILLIE BOCKHORN 
AND MARIA



Turning Points for Children is having a Halloween Party in Reid Hall. 

   

DID YOU KNOW? 
CELLOPHANE IS NOT MADE OF PLASTIC 
It’s made from a plant fiber, cellulose, which has been shredded and aged. It was invented in 1908 by a 
Swiss chemist who was trying to make a stain-proof tablecloth, but instead invented cellophane. 

BIG BEN IS NOT A CLOCK 
It’s a bell located in the clock tower of the House of Parliament in 
London. It was installed more than a hundred years ago in 1859 by the 
Whitehall Bell Foundry. They also made the Liberty Bell. Dan and I 
went there during our last trip to England and took the tour. It’s quite a 
complicated process to make a bell. At the time they were the longest 
running business in England. Listed in the Guinness World Records as 
the oldest manufacturing firm in Britain, the company was formed in 
1570 in the reign of Elizabeth I. Sadly, the bell business isn’t what it 
used to be and they closed earlier this year. 

THE STORY OF THE LITTLE DUTCH BOY WHO SAVED A TOWN AFTER PUTTING HIS FINGER IN A 
LEAKING DIKE IS NOT A DUTCH STORY 
This tale originates from the American writer Mary Mapes Dodge and is in fact not a real myth, although 
many people believe it is. She published this tale in 'Hans Brinker, or the Silver Skates' in 1865. The Little 
Dutch Boy is a very popular myth in the United States (and other countries), but is not well known in the 
Netherlands and has probably been imported there by American tourists. 
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Today, when we picture Uncle Sam, we picture a man with a long white beard, red and white 
striped pants, and a blue jacket. There was an “Uncle Sam” but he looked nothing like this, 
although he did wear a top hat and he did come to be a symbol of the U.S. government. 
  Sam Wilson supplied the U.S. troops stationed around Troy, New York, with meat during the 
War of 1812. The meat shipped to the soldiers was stamped “U.S.” for the United States. One 

day, when a federal inspector was inspecting the meat at Wilson’s store, he was told by a witty 
employee that the “U.S.” stood for “Uncle Sam," Wilson’s nickname. It was not long before all 
federal supplies were said to belong to “Uncle Sam”. 
While this story was thought to be contrived, an1830 newspaper article quotes eyewitnesses 
who swear that it’s true. And in the early 1960s Congress made it official, proclaiming Sam 
Wilson as the original Uncle Sam! 
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Who was 
“Uncle 
SAM” 

At a Car Dealership: 
 "The best way to get back on your feet - 
miss a car payment.” 

 Outside a Muffler Shop: 
 "No appointment necessary. We hear you 
coming.” 

 In a Veterinarian's waiting room: 
 "Be back in 5 minutes. Sit! Stay!” 

 At the Electric Company: 
 "We would be delighted if you send in your 
payment on time. 
 However, if you don't, YOU will be de-
lighted.” 

 In a Restaurant window: 
 "Don't stand there and be hungry; come on 
in and get fed up.” 

 In the front yard of a Funeral Home: 
 "Drive carefully. We'll wait.” 

  
 And the best one for last…; 
 Sign on the back of Septic Tank Truck: 
 "Caution - This Truck is full of Political 
Promises"

 SIGNS TO MAKE YOU SMILE 
 A sign in a shoe repair store in Vancouver 
reads: 
We will heel you. We will save your sole.We 
will even dye for you. 

A sign on a blinds and curtain truck: 
“Blind man driving.” 

Sign in a Podiatrist's office: 
 "Time wounds all heels.” 

 At an Optometrist's Office: 
 "If you don't see what you're looking for, 
 you’ve come to the right place.” 

 On a Plumber's truck: 
 "We repair what your husband fixed.” 

 On another Plumber's truck: 
 "Don't sleep with a drip. Call your plumber.” 

 At a Tire Shop in Milwaukee: 
 "Invite us to your next blowout.” 

 On an Electrician's truck: 
 "Let us remove your shorts.” 

 In a Non-smoking Area: 
 "If we see smoke, we will assume you are  
on fire and will take appropriate action.” 

 On a Maternity Room door: 
 "Push. Push. Push.” 


